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"The Divine Necessity'" 

John 4:3-4 

24 February Anno Domini 2002 -- Lent II 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. "Well duh," you say to yourself, "we've 

heard that one before." Probably true, but it wasn't a necessity for God to do so. I mean, He is God 

from before the foundation of the world. He wouldn't cease to be God if He had not created the 

heavens and the earth. Rather, the LORD God had someone in mind from before the creation of the 

world and that someone would have particular needs. What does this mean? Well, perhaps an 

example or two would be helpful. 

 

In order to sustain life on this earth there must be water. Life on this earth would not last but a few 

days without H2O. So it was necessary for God to create and provide water for the creation. God 

didn't need it; creation did and does. In order for us to live there must be oxygen. Without adequate 

air to breathe, we would die in minutes. So it was necessary for God to create and provide air for us 

to live. God didn't need air to be the Living God. The same is true for light and gravity and land and 

electromagnetic force and thousands of other necessities. So, with respect to the creation of the 

heavens and the earth, when we speak of any Divine necessity, it is not of a need that God has, but of 

His creation. 

 

Since the Fall into sin and the Death that resulted, the Divine necessity goes beyond creation and 

into re-creation - once again not because God needs to be re-created. The red thread of the Holy 

Bible, woven throughout the fabric of history, is of God taking upon Himself all that is necessary for 

the redemption of the world and providing forgiveness, eternal life and salvation for every man, 

woman, youth, child and infant. 

 

In the beginning of today's Gospel reading there is recorded one short section of that red thread that 

has no end, one example of ... 

 

... The Divine Necessity 

 

"He [Jesus] left Judea and departed again to Galilee. ‘He had to' pass through Samaria." 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

That Jesus "left Judea" requires that He came to Judea. But where did He come from in order to get 

to Judea? Well, He came from very long ago for Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I AM" (John 8:58). But where did He come from in order to get to Abraham's day? 
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From eternity, for the Son of God is God eternal, God everlasting, God incomprehensible - begotten, 

not made, being of One Substance with the Father by Whom all things were made. 

 

This Being Word spoke and there was light and stars and suns and the heavens. The Eternal Word 

said, "Let there be" and there was earth and water and land and air and animals. He scooped up some 

dust and formed a man named Adam. He sent the Breath of Life into this man and the Spirit 

proceeded from the Word to do His work and that man became a living soul. The Lord blessed the 

man with a bride - a woman who finds the origin of her life from God Who retrieved some of the 

stuff in Adam's side to be her clay and thereby fashioned Eve. 

 

The LORD communed with the couple and, following Adam's sin and their departure from His 

Presence, went after and confronted them. This preaching of the Law that showed them their sin was 

a Divine necessity ... not because God needed it, but because these people needed to hear the Word 

that always accuses the old Adam and because God is love and showing people their sin is a kind, 

loving and caring thing to do. It prepares one for eternal destruction by announcing the consequences 

of sin, namely complete separation from God and everlasting death of body and soul. 

 

But then came the Good News when Adam and Eve heard that the LORD gave His Word and that 

this Redeemer would be born of a woman. This Incarnate One would crush the head of Satan. The 

preaching of the Gospel that showed them their Savior was a Divine necessity ... not because God 

needed it, but because these people needed to hear the Word that is able to calm the terrified 

conscience and soothe the hurting soul. The Savior would be the Water of Life for the thirsty, dying 

soul in a land of dust where people dug wells in order to find water that satisfies the body for a day. 

 

Then the LORD sent them out of His Presence and into the world where He was present with them 

always, that is, present with His Church. He had to be with them, not because He had any need that 

His chosen people could satisfy, but because He had given His Word and without the Ark of His 

Body, His Church would perish without Him. He had to hold His chosen people above the Flood 

waters lest His Church be lost at sea. 

 

At the time when the congregation went forth from the Noah's Ark, Christianity is thousands of 

years old and the one, holy Church continues her journey from the Garden of Eden to the Day. 

Centuries pass and on one day the Word of the LORD comes to the land of Haran and to a man 

named Abram. This was necessary because it would be through this man and through his 

descendants that the promised Redeemer would come. There was nothing special about this man or 

the generations coming forth from his loins that caused God to choose them. He and they were God's 

elect, not because of works, lest anyone of them should boast. God chosen them in order to fulfill 

His promise. Thus He preserved this people from whom the Messiah would come and it was a 

necessity that the Divine be with them. 

 

The LORD preserved them even as He rendered judgment on the Sodomites and those of Gomorrah. 

Whenever the LORD beheld His blood on the doorposts of His people, He passed over said houses 

and such congregations in the land of Egypt. The Son of God led His Church through the waters of 

the Red Sea. The LORD spoke His Law and His Gospel to Moses. The LORD was present with His 

people in tent, tabernacle and temple. Indeed, ... 

 

"This is He Whom seers in olden time, 

    Chanted of in one accord. 
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    Whom the voices of the prophets, 

    Promised in their faithful Word." 

        (LW 36, stanza 3) 

 

This is the Word Who gave His Word and thus proceeded under the Divine necessity to accomplish 

it - "Who for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was Incarnate by the Holy 

Ghost of the Virgin Mary and was made man" (Nicene Creed). "The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us" (John 1:14). Thus it became necessary for Him to be born in Bethlehem because He had 

given His Word. He had to toddle down into Egypt for the same reason. He had to lead His 

congregation of two out of Egypt as He had done before, and for the same reason. 

 

When questioned by His anxious mother and foster-father, the twelve-year-old Jesus replied, "How 

is it that you sought Me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father's House? - that I must be 

about My Father's Business" (Luke 2:49). Ah yes, the Divine necessity. Thus the Lord Jesus, at 

thirty-something, was baptized and went out into the wilderness to defeat Satan. 

 

After that, as the sun arose on a new day in a lonely place, Jesus said to His disciples, "‘I must 

preach the Good News of the Kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this 

purpose.' And He was preaching in the synagogues of Judea" (Luke 4:43-44). Thus Jesus "left Judea 

and departed again to Galilee. ‘He had to' pass through Samaria." Why? Why did He "have to pass 

through Samaria?" 

 

Because there was a troubled, sin-sick, thirsty woman there who had had five husbands and who was 

presently shacked-up with a man who was not her husband. She specifically needed to hear the sin-

exposing Word of Law from the mouth of the Lord. Jesus, the Man from Galilee, had to leave Judea, 

walk steadily in the heat of the day, cross the border into Samaria and arrive at high noon at Jacob's 

Well because this poor soul who came to draw water from the well also needed to hear the Word of 

Life from the thirsty Creator. She did, and in response, she spread the Word about the Messiah. This 

Samarian missionary told everyone where the Savior was. "So when the Samaritans came to Him, 

they asked Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because 

of His Word" (John 4:40). 

 

Jesus "‘had to' pass through Samaria." But He did not stay any longer for He had the Divine 

necessity that pointed Him to another place. On His way to that other place He traveled to Caesarea 

Philippi and "from that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 

be raised" (Matthew 16:21). One day, in response to those who sought to prevent Jesus from doing 

what He must do, the Savior said, "Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and 

tomorrow, and the third day I finish My course. Nevertheless ‘I must go' on My Way today and 

tomorrow and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem" 

(Luke 13:32-33). 

 

On His way to the cross, where He would atone for the sins of the world, Jesus passed through 

Jericho and passed by a sycamore tree. He stopped, looked up and said to the wee little man who 

was a sinner, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today" (Luke 

19:5). Why? Why did He "have to stay at the house of this wretched chief of tax collectors?" 

 

Because there was a troubled, sin-sick, hungry man there who was convicted of his sin and 
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beholding his Savior, Jesus. Zacchaeus needed to be at the Lord's Table that was now set in his own 

house so he could feast on the Word of Life. He did, and in response, spoke the Word about the 

Messiah. Jesus' reply? Listen. "Today Salvation has come to this house" (Luke 19:9). Truly He did 

come to the house of Zacchaeus. 

 

Still Jesus journeys toward Jerusalem and the cross that awaits Him. "So must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life" (John 3:14). So must the Son of Man 

stay fixed on the cross despite the mocking calls for Him to come down from the leafless tree on 

Calvary's holy mountain. It's a Divine necessity for us that He do so. On the evening of Easter 

Sunday, the risen Redeemer said to two of His disciples heading home to Emmaus, "These are My 

Words which I spoke to you, while I was still with you, that everything written about Me in the Law 

of Moses and the prophets and the psalms ‘must' be fulfilled" (Luke 24:44). 

 

Dearly beloved, has been the message that has gone out into the world. Paul took it to Thessalonica 

and declared the Word, "explaining and proving that ‘it was necessary' for the Christ to suffer and to 

rise from the death, and saying, ‘This Jesus, Whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ'" (Acts 17:3). 

 

Centuries pass. The LORD continues to be with His people as one generation gives way to the next. 

Behold, the LORD has come to this time and is here in this place. Why? Why did He "have to pass 

through this obscure, out of the way corner of Idaho?" The LORD God had someone in mind from 

before the creation of the world and that someone would have particular needs. 

 

Because there was a troubled youth, a sin-sick woman, an infected infant, a grousing old man, a 

guilt-ridden parent, a weary soul ... in other words, because you are here. You specifically need to 

hear the sin-exposing Word of Law and you particularly must hear the soul-soothing balm of the 

Gospel - that you are forgiven in the Name of the Father and the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit - that 

you are a redeemed son of God. 

 

You rejoice in this and that is good, for heaven is yours even as you wait for the day when you are 

called forth from this land of dust and death. While you wait, you are called to remain at the posts 

wherein you are called as part of a family, a citizen of the community, a member of the household of 

faith ... at the various vocations to which you are called ... wife, husband, child, parent, employee, 

employer, widow, widower and the like. 

 

But especially are you to be like the Samaritan woman who pointed people to the Messiah. There are 

many who have not heard the Good News of Jesus. They will be lost if they do not hear what He has 

done and what He is doing, for "there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we ‘must' be saved" (Acts 4:12). This is the Divine necessity and 

it is pure Gospel. 

 

The LORD God had someone in mind from before the creation of the world and that someone would 

have particular needs. Who was this someone? Abraham? Yes. Moses and David? Yes. The 

Samaritan woman at the well and the little Jew up a tree? Yes. You? Yes. Others? Yes. When? Now! 

 

Twelve years ago there were two sisters who came to Noah's Ark Lutheran Preschool here at Our 

Redeemer. The youngest, a cute little girl named Bobbi Jo, was three years old. She came here for 

two years and her picture is on the wall by the stairway along with the other members of the 

preschool classes of 1990 and 1991. The preschool teachers told her and the other children, about 
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Jesus and how He loved all people, especially little children. They heard that Jesus died on the cross 

for their sins and rose again from the dead and was with each one of them, no matter what. He was 

with them at all times. This past week, 15-year-old Bobbi Jo was suddenly and unexpected taken 

home to be with the Lord in Paradise. This is shocking and we are grieved. In the midst of such 

sadness we discover that it is also a joyful time because the Divine necessity was fulfilled in her life, 

for it was necessary for her to hear the Word of God. She did and we rejoice that she did and that 

this congregation was a part of that blessed task. 

 

This "Gospel must first be preached to the nations" (Mark 13:10) and included within the nations are 

ones far away to whom we send missionaries and ones near to whom you are a friend, co-worker, 

neighbor or family member. May God grant that they, along with you, hear these words of God for 

they are of Divine Necessity: "You are forgiven in the Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen." 


